Dear Fellow,
Welcome to the 186th Session of the Hunterian Society for 2011-2012. Details of the programme for this session are enclosed with this letter.
Thank you for doing me the honour of electing me as your President for this year. I will do my best to perpetuate the high standards set by my predecessors.
We should be especially grateful to Nicholas Cambridge for his unusual two year term of office, for the first time since Henry Thompson some thirty five years ago. He has presided over 23 consecutive meetings since taking over in 2009, reinstituted the Hunterian Prize, Hunterian Scholarships and Hunterian Medal and achieved increased attendances at meetings, with an impressive 110 members and guests at the Annual Dinner in the House of Lords in 2010. This will be a hard act to follow.
I have tried to arrange an interesting and varied programme for you for the coming year. 

The inaugural meeting will be at the newly refurbished Grant Museum of Zoology at University College on 19th September with an introduction by Jack Ashby, the Curator and the presentation of the Hunterian Scholarship. The Commemoration of the Anniversary of the death of John Hunter will be held after Evensong at Westminster Abbey on 11th October, to be followed by dinner at Osteria dell’Angolo, which is five minutes walk away.
The Hunterian Lecture will be delivered on 17th October by Professor Robin Williamson, whom many of you will know from his recent Presidency of the Royal Society of Medicine. On 21st November we have the inaugural RSM Hunterian Lecture, which will be delivered by Lord Ian McColl at the Royal Society of Medicine. The Hunterian Prize papers will be delivered and the award made on 16th January 2011, and Mr. Harvey White, who is one of our Trustees, is also going to speak.

I have arranged for the Anniversary Dinner to take place in the Hall of Sidney Sussex, my Cambridge College. I have also persuaded the Master, Professor Andrew Wallace-Hadrill to speak before the dinner about Herculaneum, on which he is an acknowledged world expert. There will be transport arranged to and from Cambridge for the event.

Dr. Ann Ferguson will talk to us about George Stubbs on 19th March. The Hunterian Oration will be delivered by Professor Tim Cox from Cambridge on 12th April. On 21st May we will be addressed by Dr. Stuart Gowland, a New Zealand urologist. Finally, I will deliver my Presidential address after the Annual General Meeting on 18th June.
All of this would not be possible without the hard work of Betty Smallwood, our General Administrator, and Professor Prokar Dasgupta, our indefatigable Honorary Secretary and President Elect, to whom we should all be very grateful. Our thanks should go also to Mr. Ravi Kunzru, our Co-Curator and other members of the Museum Committee, and to our Trustees, Mr Harvey White and Professor Christopher Wastell, as well as the other members of Council.
Our new Treasurer, Professor Stephen Challacombe is working hard to make sure that the Society remains solvent and is hoping to introduce payment of subscriptions by direct debit this year. Our accountant has advised us that we are regularly making a loss on the meetings and this, combined with an increase in the charge made by the catering company we use has obliged us to recommend an increase in the charge for a buffet meal to £35.00.
I look forward to seeing you and your guests at the meetings during the 2011-12 session. The viability of the Society depends very much upon increasing the numbers attending each meeting and on bringing in new Fellows.
Yours sincerely

Ian Stephen
President
